6. MIANMIN PHONEMS AI*D TONEMES. 

!• CHA8X of: PHdNEMES 

Stops voiceless t k 

voiced b d g 

Nasals m n n 

Fricatives f s 

Semi -vowels w y h 

Vowels high i • j ^ u ^ 

e a a o 
I ow e a 

Pitch ^(high) 

N ( low - unmarked) 

A. (high fal I ing) 

V ( low rising) 
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4.a. DESGR J PT I ON Xff. PHMEflESI 

4.1 Consonants 

4^»1.1 Phonetic Work Chart 



17. 






4. 1/2 Description of Consonants 

The voiced bilabial stop /b/ has two 
al lophones: 

1) The vofcetess Htatrf ah crnaspi rated stop /p/ 
occurs syllable final followed by a consonant, 
or word final • 

[bukupsSn] /bukubsan/ 'beads* 
0TTp] /kulTb/ »tree sp.» 

2) The voiced bilabial stop /b/ occurs word- 
initial, medially following a consonant and 
between vowels: 

[baap] /baab/ »aunt' 
[debaaT] /lebaal/ »dirt» 
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{sipbej /sibbe/ 'ful I • 
The voiceless alveolar stop /t/ has two allophones: 
.1) A voiceless alveolar unaspirated stop follow- 
ed by a consonant: 

ffatnami^n) /fatnami'n/ 'what' 
[awftntn] /awitnin/ 'star' 
2) A voiceless alveolar aspirated stop occurs 
word initial, me4ial fo I lowing a consonant 
and between vowels and word final, 

[iffekg] /tek^/ 'tall' 
lukt^m] /uktem/ 'ash' 
[at'Zrrjl /aturj/ 'branch' 
[al^HJ Met/ 'flower' 
The voiced alveolar stop /I / has two allophones: 

1) A voiced alveolar stop occurs word initial 
and medial following consonants: 

CdaT] /lal/ 'shal low' 
[atdaj /atla/ 'cliff 

2) A voiced alveolar flapped lateral occurs word, 
initially following consonants, word medially 
preceding consonants and between vowels and 



word final : 



[blebo] /blebo/ 'lizard sp.' 

[falgkmJn] /falgamin/ 'steam cooking* 

[suTupJ /sulub/ 'cockroach' 
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[asal] /asalj/ ^bark' 
The voiceless velar stop /k/ has two allophones: 

1) A voiceless velar unaspi rated stop is follow- 
ed by a consonant: 

[ukt'^m] /uktem/ 'ash» 

{kwiimj /kwam/ ^clubV 

2) A voiceless velar aspirated stop occurs word 
initial ,. fol lowing a consonant, medial ly 
between vowels and word finally: 

[sk^TSn] /ski iSn/ 'foot' 
ik^kVtl /kaket/ Mittle finger* 
[neek^] /neek/ 'friend' 
The voiced velar stop /g/ has one phonetic 
manifestation as a voiced velar stop /g/ occurr- 
ing word initial ly, and medial ly fol lowing a 
consonant: 

feoklYml /goktm/ 'louse' 
[gwk&nl /gwaan/ 'spider' 
[maQgSk ] /magg^k/ 'bee' 
The voiceless labio-dental fricative /f/ has one 
phonetic manifestation as avoTcetiess labio- 
dental fricative which occurs word initial, 
medial ly between vowels and following consonants. 
Finally it fluctuates with p : 

Ifabtl /fabi/ 'adze' 
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t^Sk^l jM^k/ Igraadmotherl 

[ikW^] /ikamfa/ 'footprint' 
[delf] /lefb/ 'road' 
The voice less al veolar grooved fricative /s/ has 
one phonetic manifestation as a voiceless alveolar 
grooved fricative which occurs word initially, 
word medially between vowels and following a con- 
sonant and word final Jy: 

[som] /som/ 'banana' 
[ash^l /asTt/ 'raw' 
[KSns^beJ /kansebe/ 'he has died' 
[was] /was/ 'drum' 
.The voiced bilabial nasal /m/ has one phonetic 
manifestation and occurs in all consonant 
positions: 

[men] /men/ 'child' 
[amun] /amun/ 'stomach' 
fk'kpmuk*^] /kabrnCk/ 'heel' 
[t^mbaTl /tembal/ 'young man' 
[bukbm] /bukOm/ 'charcoal' 
The voiced alveolar nasal /n/ has one phonetic 
manifestation and occurs in all consonant 
positions: 

[nig] /nig/ 'younger bro.' 
ft^nll /tinT/ 'club' 
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rkwin«] /kwinte/ *afternooh' 
[fatnamfn] /fatnamfn/ /when' 
The voiced velar nasal /q/ has one phonetic man- 
ifestation and occurs word initially, word 
medially between vowels and followed by a conson- 
ant and word finally: 

[rjenfn] /genin/ *to beg' 
[warjon] /waQ^n/ 'calf of leg' 
[marjgek ] /maggek/ 'bee' 
[axlTr)] /atug/ 'branch' 
The voiced al veo-palatal semi-vowei /y/ has one 
phonetic manifestation and occurs word initial, 
word medial between vowels: 

[yuQdtm] /yuglim/ 'river bank' 
faydm] /ayam/ 'good' 
The voiced rounded bilabial semi-vowel 
/w/ has one phonetic manifestation and occurs 
word initial, word medial between vowels and as 
the second member of a consonant cluster: 
[wan] /wan/ 'bi rd' 
[kawa] /kawa/ 'axe' 
[gwaap] /gwaab/ 'small' 
[atgwaT] /atgwal/ 'coals' 
The voiceless velar semi-vowel /h/ has one 
phonetic manifestation and occurs word initial 
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and %^ 1 1 ab I e v n i 1 1 a f : 

[hek^] /hek/ 

f. V U. V Ut /u U. U / 

[ho ho J /ho ho / 



*older brother* 
*cough' 



4t2 Vowels 

4.2.1 Phonetic Work Chart 




4.2.2 Description of Vowels 

The voiced high close front unrounded vocoid /i/ 
has one phonetic manifestation and occurs in all 
vowel positions: 

[\l[K~r\) /kfnf 'insect' 

[imen] /imen/ 'taro* 
[s^wi] /sewi/ 'flying fox' 
The voiced mid open front unrounded vocoid /e/ 
has one phonetic manifestation and occurs in all 
vowel positions: 



Ih^k^ 


/hek/ 


'older brother' 


t^n] 


/en/ 


'older sister' 


[mem?] 


/meme/ 


'chi Idren ' 
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Ti:^£--mw£ J /a/ has two al I ophojie-s: 

1) A voiced low open central unrounded vocoid 
[a] which occurs in all vowel positions: 

[walj /wal/ 'termite* 
lafet'^) /afet/ 'another' 
[naKaj /naka/ 'man' 

2) A voiced low open central unrounded nasal 
vocoid [a] which fluctuates between speakers 
in al I vowel positions: 

[waan] /waan/ 'sweet potato' 

[wan] /wan/ 'bird' 

[haamj /ha^m/ 'under chin' 
The voiced high closed rounded vocoid /u/ has 

one phonetic manifestation and it occurs in all 
vowe I positions: 

[dum] /lum/ 'point of taro' 

[unar)3 /unat)/ 'woman' 

[asuj /asu/ 'two' 
The voiced mid closed back rounded vocoid /o/ 

has one phonetic manifestation and occurs in all 
vowel positions: 

^som] /som/ 'banana' 

[moffe] /moko/ 'fish' 

[on] /on/ 'bone' 
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The voiced mid open front unrounded vocoid /e/ 
rising to a high close front unrounded vocoid /i/ 
has one phonetic manifestation and occurs in all 
vowe I positions: 

[me^me^] /me^meV 'earthquake* 
[kwe^blor)] /kwe^blog/ 'fingernail' 
[e\t] /e^t/ 'decoration' 
The voiced low open central unrounded vocoid /a/ 
rising to a high close front unrounded vocoid /i/ 
has one phonetic manifestation and occurs in all 
vowel positions: 



[^^) 


/aV 


'father' 


[t^^l 


/taV 


'knife' 


[ga^ semi^n] 


/ga semi n/ 


'to win' 


[sa^yon] 


/sa yon/ 


'bird sp.' 



The voiced low open central unrounded vocoid /a/ 
rising to a voiced high closed rounded vocoid /u/ 
has one phonetic manifestation and occurs only 
word medial : 

[da^lam] /la^lam/ 'fly' 
[k^fsa^sei] /kisa^sel/ 'spirit' 
The voiced mid closed back rounded vocoid /o/ 
rising to a voiced high closed rounded vocoid /u/ 
has one phonetic manifestation and occurs word 
me d i a I a n d f i n a I : 
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fgolo tern] /golo^^tem/ 'cemetery* 
[umaso ] /umaso^/ *eeM 
4.3 Supra Segmental Items 
4»3.1 Length 

See Section 3.2.1 . 
4.3.2 Stress 

Stress is non-contrastive in the Mianmin language. 
If there is only one high tone /''/or high fall- 
ing hi in the word, it will take the stress. 
Should there be more than one high /''/ tone or 
high g I i de /^ / they will receive equal stress. 
If al I sy I lab I es in a word are low tone hi or 
low rising />// each syllable receives equal 
stress . 
4*5.3 Tone 

4.3.3.1 There are four emic tones: high /^/, high falling 
/a/, low /n/ and low rising hi. 

[akfelap] /akuUb/ »aunt' 
[wesem&j /weseme/ 'canoe* 
[mill up] /mulub/ 'descendants* 
[mifiml /mifTm/ 'sago* 
[munur)] /munurj/ *nose* 
[basaT] /basal/ 'verandah* 
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4. 3. 3.. 2 The ^fo rf owing tone patterhs -.acicur on two and 
three syllable words. 
Two sy I lab I e words : 
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Examples: 








fl/V^mU] 




/kemit/ 


'gourd' 


tk^we[] 




/kawa/ 


'axe» 


[k'2>m5kl 




/komok/ 


'headman' 


[sVlTm] 




/si 1 tm/ 


'snake' 


[munur)] 




/munuf)/ 


'nose' 


[^n6kj 




/anok/ 


'bow' 


[damtp] 




/lamtb/ 


'garden' 


Three syllable words: 
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WV 








\\/ 
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\/N 
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/// 
jf\ 
Examples: 

[fani nwal] /fani nwal/ 'ancestors ' 

[weseme] /weseme/ * canoe* 

lak'ZftJp] /akulSb/ 'aunt' 

[fl&lfeb^mj /katabam/ 'cave' 

[uKalt] /ukalf/ 'pumpkia' 

[bemamfn] /bemamin/ 'caterpi I lar' 

[sinabi] /sinabiV 'crocodile' 

[banakTa] /ban^kla/ 'underneath' 

4f3.4 Pitch Perturbation 

Pitch perturbation occurs across word boundaries. 

1) A high tone /^/ on the initial syllable of a 
word following a low /v/ on the preceding 
word perturbs to low. 

Example: 

/basSl/ 'verandah' 

/ne basSl/ 'my verandah' 

/ne sum basal/ 'my big verandah' 

2) A high tone /// or low rising tone /v'/ on the 
last syllable of a word preceding a low on 

first syllable of following words perturbs 
the low to hi gh. 
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ExamprI e: 

/fie let)/ M ight» 
/kawa flelef)/ Might axe^ 
/mifim fleler)/ 'light sago' 
5) A high falling tone 1^1 on the last syllable 
of a word preceding a high /^/ on the final 
syllable of the following word perturbs the 
high to low. 
Example: 

/sum/ 'big' 

/lamtb sum/ 'big garden' 
4) There is one exception to this rule. A two 
syllable word consisting of high /// followed 
by low hi is never perturbed, 

5. DISTRIBUTION 

5.1 Consonants 

All consonants occur syllable initial and 
syllable final except for /b/, /g/, /w/ and /y/ 
which occur only syl lable initial, and /h/ which 
occurs only word initial. AM consonants occur 
i ntervocal i cally except for /h/ which occurs 
only word initial and /g/ which occurs only word 
initial and syllable initial following a conson- 
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ant. /w/ is not foil owed by /u/ and /y/ is not 
fo I lowed by /i/. 

5#2 Vowels 

All vowels occur in the nucleus of both open and 
closed syllables. All vowels occur word initial, 
medial and final except /a^/ which occurs only 
word medial and /o^/ which occurs word medial and 
final . 

5.5 Tone 

High and low tones occur on any syllable in a 
word while high falling and low rising only occur 
on the f inal sy I lable of a word. High falling 
also, does not occur on one syllable words. 

5.4 Syl lable 

All syl lab les occur in every position in a word. 
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